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Message From Mr. Silagi
Whittier Families,

We have had an excellent first full month of 
school here at Whittier!  Your children have 
already demonstrated lots of growth during this 
time.  Thank you for your support and for 
partnering with us as we work to meet your 
child’s needs.  I am hopeful that you can attend 
parent/teacher conferences later this month to 
learn more about your child’s progress. Also, I 
encourage you to follow us on Twitter 
@WhittierWildcat or by using the following link:  
https://twitter.com/WhittierWildcat

Chris Silagi

Principal
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Empathy and 

Growth Mindset

Did you know that empathy is considered one of the most 
crucial workplace and life skills for success in the 21st century?  
At Whittier, students will be learning about empathy over the 
next two months.  Our goal is to have students identify 
problems, understand who is impacted by such problems, and 
then put themselves in the shoes of others.  

Empathy connects to our work in Growth Mindset in that when 
students demonstrate empathy they are more open to learning 
and growing.  Empathy is the first step in problem-solving 
larger issues.  Our students will apply the skill of empathy later 
on in the school year when our school takes on a problem-
based learning initiative in the spring.  

The Definitions

• Looking, listening and learning to become aware of 
the problems others experience.

• Putting yourself in someone else’s shoes.

The Learning Target

• I can show empathy and understanding

Four Phase Approach

Each of our Growth Mindset skills will be taught through a four phase approach 
that allows for the introduction and integration of skills in multiple settings. 

Grade Level Assemblies 

Students will be taught a Look-Listen-Learn model for problem identification:

* Look – What do you see?

* Listen – What do you hear?

* Learn – What is the problem? Why is it a problem? Who is impacted?

All-School Read Alouds and Reflection Questions

One Plastic Bag and The Invisible Boy

School-Wide Learning Experience

Students will participate in a school wide classroom activity where they use 
empathy to identify problems and empathize with those that are impacted.

Problem – Based Learning

Students will apply empathy as the first step in our school-wide PBL in the Spring 
of 2018. 



Author Visit to 

Whittier 

Barney Saltzberg, author of Beautiful Oops 
visited Whittier on Tuesday afternoon.  He 
spoke about how we learn and grow from 
our mistakes.  In addition, he modeled how 
some of our artistic mistakes can turn into 
beautiful works. 





Dates and Events 

Chess Club

Whittier Chess Club meets Mondays during lunch recess only from October 2, 
2017 through April 9, 2018 in the BASP room. All age and experience levels are 
welcome. Please contact Christina Bastianen at cbastianen@me.com for more 
details.

Absences

Please call our school office by 9:30 AM at 630-682-2185 or email our school 
secretaries (jill.long@cusd200.org mary.dzugan@cusd200.org) if your child is 
going to be absent. 

ParentVue

Please check your ParentVue accounts to be certain they are up to date with your 
emergency contacts and with correct parent/guardian phone numbers. Some 
accounts still contain only home phone numbers and list no cell phone contact. Be 
sure to review that yours is correct in the event that the school needs to contact 
you.

Halloween Parade Information

We will have our annual Halloween parade and room parties on October 31st. If 
the weather is reasonable, we will have our outdoor mini-parade for all children 
beginning at approximately 2:10 p.m. Please plan on us following our usual 
route. We will go through the school, then out door three, which is near the 
flagpole, into the Administrative Center, around the field, and then back into 
classrooms. If the weather is poor, we will have an indoor parade through our 
gyms with students only. Our room parties will begin at 2:30 and conclude at 3:15 
PM. Students should not wear costumes that depict violent characters from 
movies, nor should they wear clown costumes. In addition, students should 
refrain from bringing any accessories that may appear to be weapons. 

10/9 – No School – Columbus Day

10/24 – Parent-Teacher Conferences

10/26 – Parent-Teacher Conferences

11/2 – Parent Teacher Conferences 

11/10 – End of 1st Trimester

11/17 – Report Cards Sent Home 

Check out all the learning and growing that is taking 
place each day at Whittier.  Follow us on twitter 
@WhittierWildcat or by using the following link:  
https://twitter.com/WhittierWildcat
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